
 
 
There was me thinking there wouldn’t be 
much news this month 
 
I’m thinking of organising a diving week in the 
scillys starting 4th September with Tim Allsop 
based on St Martins. It would be rib diving for 6-
8 divers. The club has used Tim on several 
previous occasions He’s an excellent skipper & 
is a keen diver himself. The diving is exceptional 
with plenty of wildlife, including seals & a high 
density of wrecks from all periods. 
  
The rib charter is £148 per day (2 dives). I would 
favour 5 days charter leaving one full day for 
exploring one of the other islands (there are 
regular ferries between them). The return ferry 
from Penzance including kit transport is about 
£75. Tim would help us sort accommodation. 
The whole package would come to about £300 
per person + food/drink. 
 
 
Dive Write-up - Epcot Dive quest    
  
Whilst in Florida over Christmas I took part in the 
Disney Dive quest program at Epcots Living 
Seas.  I know some of the rest of the club 
have/are planning to do an aquarium dive but 
here is a brief write up of my experiences. 
The Livings Seas at Epcot is one of the largest 
aquariums in the world, around 10m deep and 
120 feet in the longed dimension, it contains 
many varieties of fish some sharks and a couple 
of big turtles.  Everyday two groups of 10 
qualified divers can spend 40 minutes exploring 
the tank under the supervision of a Disney dive 
master.  To start off with you are escorted 
around the behind the scenes sections and 
operation of the aquarium is explained.  You 
then watch a short film (very disneyed).  After 
putting on your wetsuits that are provided for 
you (as is all the kit, they like to maintain a 
closed system) you are paraded through the 

exhibits and I got some very envious looks.  The 
kit is all assembled for you and after a quick 
briefing in you go. 
The dive is splint into two half's, for the first half 
you are escorted and filmed, you are taking 
around some of the main sites and get to pop up 
into a bubble on the bottom.  After this you can 
explore on your own, my first solo dive!  The 
camera man will track you down to take a bit of 
film with you and any non-diving members of 
your family behind the glass. 
Although the life in the tank was quite amazing 
the windows make this dive something really 
special.  With a large viewing area and even a 
restaurant facing onto the tank you have a large 
audience that you can entertain, and the other 
guests have no idea you are not part of the laid 
on entertainment.  Although I am hardly the 
worlds greatest showman I could not help 
mugging for the tourists behind the glass.  I 
quick popup at the window had children 
screaming in delight (and terror a few times). 
You are given a chance to buy the video after 
the dive and I found the quality to be excellent. 
Although not cheap, if you are planning to go to 
central Florida I would recommend this dive to 
anyone.  Disney do not advertise the program 
on any of their literature as it is non-profit 
making with all proceeds going to conservation 
charities, so if anyone wants more details please 
drop me a line. 
 
 
Shar m t r ip dec 03 
 
Well t he t r ip st ar t ed of f  f ine wit h a quick 
valium t ablet  as I  sat  on t he plane t o chill me 
out  as im not  a gr eat  f lyer . 
 
We got  t o our  hot el ear ly evening..quick 
shower  and t hen t he book in at  ocean college 
dive cent r e..t hen of  cour se t he bar ..f or  a f ew 
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bevies,and t o meet  all t he people st opping at  
t he hot el. 
 
I  was soon t o f ind a load of  ex f or ces guys 
diving f r om t her e..2 ex par as..a mar ine and 2 
navy guys one of  t hem being me. 
 
We wer e assigned boat s I  was on pr esident  3 
along wit h t he ot her  navy guy who I  f ound out  
was wor king f or  t he f leet  diving unit  in 
gibr alt er .i had been on pr es 3 bef or e and was 
soon acquaint ed wit h “suna” t he mad Muslim 
skipper  of  t his boat . 
 
Fir st  dive was a local dive on what  ar e called 
t he gar dens j ust  out side nama bay j et t y t he 
main por t  f or  shar m el sheikh..t hese dives ar e 
used t o slowly int r oduce people t o diving in 
t he r ed sea.quit e easy wit h max dept hs of  
about  20-30 met r es wit h nice sandy bot t oms 
t o r est  on and t ake in t he sur r oundings. 
 
Second dive was a slight  dr if t  dive on all 3 of  
t he gar dens f r om f ar  t o near  gar dens wit h 
lovely sof t  and har d cor als r epr esent ing 
beaut if ul gar dens…wit h t he nor mal r ed sea 
mar ine lif e in abundance my f av being t he now 
f amous clown f ish due t o t he f ilm “f inding 
nemo”. 
 
Day 2 we did t he t emple,called t his as it  r ises 
f r om t he sea bed t o t he sur f ace like a 
t emple,an absolut e peach of  a dive and one of  
my f avour it es..t he t op 10 met r es being t he 
best ..as t his allows t he t emple t o f lour ish 
f r om t he sur f ace light  it  get s. 
 
2nd dive was “r as kat y” r as meaning head in 
Ar abic a wall dive wit h deep dr op of f s t o 
about  200 met r es..buoyancy exper t ise a must  
f or  t he newly qualif ied diver s..t he cor al 
pinnacles on t his dive super b wit h massive f an 
cor als t o see also.This is t he dive we also saw 
a whit e t ipped r eef  shar k out  in t he blue. 
 

Day 3…”t he st r ait s of  t ir an”..t his is t he 
st r et ch of  wat er  in t he gulf  of  aquaba 
separ at ing t ir an island f r om t he Sinai 
Peninsula..4 r eef s lye on t his st r et ch of  
wat er ,Gor don,J ackson,Thomas and woodhouse 
r eef s all named af t er  diving explor er s t hat  
f ounded t hese r eef s as dive sit es. 
Dive 1 was a dr if t  dive of f  Gor don r eef  and 
did we f ly scar ing some of  t he less 
exper ienced diver s but  I  loved it ..t hese r eef s 
have ver y deep dr op of f s int o t he blue but  
some of  t he best  wall diving t o be done 
ar ound shar m.t his r eef  also has t he wr eck of  
a t anker  on it  due t o poor  navigat ion by t he 
of f icer  of  t he wat ch !!!!! 
 
Dive 2..similar  dive done on J ackson r eef  but  
wit hout  t he dr if t ..nice easy dive. 
 
Day 4..was r as Mohamed nat ional par k…..a 
mar ine and land pr eser ved par k much 
pr ot ect ed by all in Egypt  t o pr eser ve t he 
wonder f ul r eef s in t his ar ea. 
 
Dive 1 was j olanda and shar k r eef ..named 
j olanda ..as t he wr eck of  a t r anspor t er  ship 
named Yolanda t hat  hit  it  and slipped int o 800 
met r es of  wat er  below leaving behind some of  
it s car go on t he r eef  of  t oilet s and bat hs 
which now make nice homes f or  mor ay 
eels…not  wise t o go sit t ing on t hem !!!!!!!! 
 
Dive 2 was r as zat ar ..anot her  wall/ dr if t  
dive..wit h glor ious cor als some wonder f ull 
bar r acuda..t ur t les..r eef  shar ks and wonder f ull 
colour s..t his is due t o it  being par t  of  t he r ed 
sea wher e 2 cur r ent s meet ..t he gulf  of  aquaba 
and t he gulf  of  Sinai..some f ast  cur r ent s can 
manif est  her e so it  can be har d diving but  
well wor t h it . 
 
Day 5 t he day I  was t o dive wit h my niece f or  
t he 1st  t ime who had complet ed her  ocean 
diver  cour se in 4 days !!!!! 
I  am not  a gr eat  advocat e of  t hese lear n t o 
dive quick cour ses and t his was soon t o r ing 



t r ue t o me…alt hough she had t he basics her  
buoyancy was ver y poor  and I  had t o wat ch 
her  like a hawk all of  t he t ime..but  at  least  
she was seeing t he wonder f ull under sea wor ld 
of  t he Sinai peninsula..she was over  t he moon 
wit h t he sit es she saw. 
We did t he gar dens again as t his is a gr eat  
dive f or  t he novice diver . 
 
Day 6..t he last  day..we did t emple again and 
r as kat y also due t o t he f act  t hese dives ar e 
f or  t he less exper ienced…but  once again 
t emple was a gr eat  dive and t o t he new diver  
a wonder f ull exper ience. 
 
The diving in shar m is some of  t he easiest  I  
have ever  done..it  is all laid on f or  you..all you 
need t o do is dive..t he Egypt ians do all 
possible t o make your  diving st r ess f r ee…t he 
only t ime you handle a t ank is when you put  it  
on your  kit .if  you move boat s t hey move your  
kit  over night .lunch is made onboar d f or  you 
each day on your  sur f ace int er val and dr ink as 
much as you like all f or  £ 3.00 t his includes 
lunch. 
 
So once again t ime t o come home…one mor e 
valium and bef or e I  knew it  I  was back in 
England….i lef t  shar m ar ound t he pool in heat  
of  95C and landed at  Gat wick 5 hour s lat er …-
3c.chilly or  what . 
 
Well t his is small account  of  diving in 
shar m..if  anybody would like f ur t her  det ails 
on t his wonder f ull dive r esor t  please do not  
hesit at e t o cont act  me. 
 
Mar k willoughby 
 
After the success of the previous two trips I have 
booked a charter with Anglesey Divers next year 
for August 14/15th next year.  For those that 
have not been before, the diving is shallow and 
pleasant and not particularly challenging.  We 
usually get some good life and plenty of wrecks.  
Diving is on a rib run by the ex-senior cox of the 
Trearddur Bay lifeboat. 

  
The cost will be £70 for 4 dives + air.  
Accommodation is not booked yet until I get 
some idea of numbers but will probably be 
around £20-£25 per person per night and be in 
Trearddur bay (was everyone happy with 
Moranedd last year?).  Deposit for the diving will 
be £14 and a deposit of £10 is usually required 
for the accommodation.  We are usually allowed 
to settle up the balance during the trip itself. 
  
As in pervious years we will be looking to launch 
from Trearddur bay but if the weather closes in 
we may be forced to launch from Holyhead and I 
have no idea on the quality of the diving that 
side of the island. 
  
I know its quite a way away but let me know if 
you want to go (via email) and I send me a 
cheque for £24 (payable to me) and I will make 
the arrangements.  We usually end up making 
further bookings as the trip approaches so don't 
worry if you cannot make a commitment straight 
away. 
 
Lynne wants camera 
 
To re-advertise Martin Crookes appeal; at the 
AGM it was decided to have a Marshalling 
weekend for trainee Dive Leaders and 
Advanced Divers. It has been suggested that 
this should take place at Pembroke. Martin 
needs to know peoples availability. This trip isn't 
just for marshalling and would make a good club 
trip anyway. Martin has heard from only one 
person so far (Mark Willoughby who can only 
make April 3-4). Can you let me or Martin know 
weekends you CAN'T make, or as a starter if 
you can make Mark's suggestion of April 3-4. 
Can you let him/me know interest ASAP so that 
things can get booked. Martin does not want to 
book it up if everyone drops out. 
 
he pool and class are booked from 
this Thursday (8th). If you need a 
lecture or want to go in the pool 
then let me know so that we can 
make sure there is someone there. 
lynne and my self (that's Mark, not me) are 
doing sharm on 29th april 04...there are some 
places left with explorer tours..here are the 
details if anybody is interested. 
 
1 week b+b in hotel £328 pp 



6 days diving £145 
single room supp £49.00 
visa entry to egypt £12.00 payable at the airport 
 
deposit £75.00 
 
anybody who fancies it let me have a cheque 
asap made payable to explorers tours.the 
balance is due 8 weeks before departure. 
 
 
 
 
 

WEYMOUTH 
Many of you may have dived HMS 
Hood, which lies in the mouth of 
Portland Harbour. I have recently heard 
that diving has now been banned on the 
Hood, those that have dived it will know 
what a loss this is to the UK diving 
community! 
 
 
Rob Cuss 

EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

 
 

TRIPS CALENDAR 2003 
19th November 2003 Stoney Cove  Mark Hessey 
3rd December 2003 Stoney Cove  Mark Hessey 
17th December 2003 Stoney Cove  Mark Hessey 
February 2004 Chester trip £75 Rob Cuss 
    
4th September - 18th 
December 2003 

Hind Leys Thursday 
evening diving 

 

    


